Ig2                                                MINERALS,
Book Itf-    termlssion*    Th^ fruit of these labours has been, the
^"""v~~nr~J^   discovery of no less than five new earths and eight new
metals ; besides a vast number of useful minerals which,
had been fprmely unknown or disregarded.
Mineralogy, as far as it is a chemical science, in-
cludes under it three different topics ; namely, l. An
account of the properties and constituents of minerals*
5>. An account of the various combinations which these
bodies form ; or of compound minerals, as they have
been called* 3, The art of analysing minerals* These
three topics will occupy our attention in their order.
JJut as a technical language has been adopted by mine-
ralogists in their descriptions, it will be necessary, in
the first place, in order to render this Book intelligible^
|0 premise a few observations on that subject*